
The Seven Essential Skills of Innovation 
(and how songwriting makes you better at all of them) 

Innovation Skill Explanation Songwriting Element

Lateral Thinking Reimagine your concepts or issues from a new angle to think 

differently and find new solutions.
The Metaphor

Creativity Employ storytelling through images and details. The Verse

Communication Refine and distill your message to only the most essential and 

compelling elements.
The Chorus

Empathy Better understand of the needs and issues of your intended clients, 

customers and market to give them what they need.
Observation

Collaboration Develop an instinct for leveraging the skills of individual team 

members to create something greater than the sum of the individual 

participants.

Co-Writing

Risk-Taking Step out of your comfort zone and away from the familiar as a way 

to achieve new heights.
Vulnerability

Diffusion Spread your ideas in a way that allows them to effectively reach their 

intended audience.
Performance


