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Energy Department Finds =%
Ally on GOP Side

Reform-Minded Tennessee Congressman ‘Fighting Like a Warrior’

Sor His District’s Biggest Employer
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OAK RIDGE, Tenn—Frestrnan
Rep. Zach Wamp {R-Tenn.) cam-
paigned for his east Tenneaser seat
35 3 brash refermer with the slogan
“Wamp Congress™ and then commit-
ted himself to lmiting gowernment
by aimost always voting with the
new GOP majority on its “Contract
With America.”

On a2 more recent vote, Wamp
jotned all House Republicans but one
in supporting a budget-balancing
plan that would abolish four Cabinet
agencies, including the Energy De-
partment.

Why. then. di2 Wamp invite Ener-
gy Secretary Hazel R ('Leary inlo
his district {ast week? L

The answer lies just beyond those
treecovered halls facng the local he-
tel where O'Leary received two
standing evations for her Fridav
lunchieon tali: the Qak Ridge Natoen-
al Labaratory and two other Energy
Department faciliies that together
are not only the dommnant empioyer
in Wamp's distric. but the biggest i
the stite.

“Through the appropriations pro-
cess, I'm fighung hie 3 warrior to
maintain the Energy Deparument.”
Wamp said.

This rare dissent by a GOP loyai-
ist illustrates how much it harder it
may be for congressional Repubii-
cans to go beyond planning ta bab
ance the budget and actually making
the first round of spending cuts in
the 1996 appropriations bills. Many
Republicans are ltkely 1o confront
confbicts between the party's goal of
3 balanced budge! and a tawmaker's
wnterests m prolecting his or her dis-
trict and politicat {utuze. Already,
groups of House Republicans have
quietly protested proposed cuts in
agnculture and transportzten pro-
grams.

“With Republicans focused on sup-
parting 3 party ethic ., . ar some
point in time, you have to step back
and ask yourself. *is the ethic cor-
rect” ” (FLeary, defending her de-
partrment, told reporters,

In Wamp's case, the cnergetic
freshman =0 far has resolved coa-
flicts over uonbinding details of the
House budget m favor of the sco-
nommic interests of his Chattancoga-
based district, whicli Marivn Lioyd,
a Democrat, represented for 20
years until ghe retired in 1994,

Wamg is working hard to preserve
four federal 2gences—all Democrat-
i creationg—that his Republican col-
leagues would abolieh or self 1o pri-
vate interests. Betides the Fnergy

Jimmy Carter, the other agencies
dear to Wamp's district are the De
pression-era Tennessee Valley Au-
thority (TVA). and the Economic De-
velopment Administration (EDA) and
Appalachian Regional Commission,
both products of Presidear Lyndon
Iohnscu's Great Society.

Wamp’'s district hag the most
TVA employeas, about 6,000, in the
country, He considers the agency
important enough to put his affilia-
tion with the bipartizan TVA Caycus
un hit congressicnal letterhead.

Of the ather two ageacies, Wamgp
said: “T have found since 1 was elect-
ed that the EDA and the Appala-
chian Regional Cotumiasion have ac-
tuajly been very criticat tools for
econormg grewth in east Tennessee,
There is a role for the federal gov-
ernment. [t should be more linuied,
and we must go through this trans.-
tion” to higher private mvestment.

fut the Energy Department 15 by
far his biggest budget worry. [ dun't
want it abolished. | want j; re.
furmed,” he said, despite his vote ag
the budget resclution calling for fte
abeliton. He said he voted for the
resolution because 3 balznced budg-
€l 18 a pronty.

The three Energy Department fa-

ciitres in Ozk Ridge directly employ-

2.000 people in his district #ng
19,000 statewide. Mostly through
the private contractor that optrites
the frciiities, Lockhead Martia Ener.
gy Systems Inc., the - department
purps $2 bitlion a year into the state
&conomy. -

Many technical and service busi
resses ave located near Oak Ridge
since the tawn of 30,000 was estab-
bished during World War 11 1o house
scentists secretly doing what was
then called “atomic” research for the
Manhattan Project: Those smali
companjes have grawn dependent on
federally funded contracts from the
sprawling complex,

“if they pulled all the [federal] -

money out of that, it would be bad.
This town would suffer dramatical
L);;sprnd:cted' Mark Mesgtayar, who

marketing for a temporary per-
sonnel agency that does 40 pereent
o its busmess with the Oak Ridge

OLeary spoke on the final day of
a tvo-qay summit of government
and business Jeaders thar Wamp con-

. vened to show off the scientific

prowess of the Cak Ridge facilities,
builld pablic support for them and
plot strategy for weaning the area’s
econotty off [ederal fynds. From

R st on dawn, every
prominent Tennessee Republican
exce presidential candidate Lamar

by O'Leary, Lloyd and Rep. Bob
Clement {D) made it 2 bipartsan af-
fair

“I don’'t believe that this fight
needs ta be partisan,” O'Leary told
summit participants. She praised
Wamp for “vision and wnderstanding”
ard saluted “wonderful warriars from
Tennessee™ like freshman Repubiican



Semps. Fred D. Thompson and Bill
Frist for defending her department.

Senate 5o far has not gone
along with a Houze GOP proposal to
transfer 10 the Pentagon nuclesr
weapons production done by the En-
ergy Department and sharply curtail
its research activities. Senate Hudg-
et Chairman Pete V. Domenici (R) is
from New Mexico, home ta two na-
tional laboratories.

Q'Leary emphasized the national
seturity and ecopomic value of de-
partment facilities in Oak Ridge.

A former nuclesr weapans plant
naw functions as “the country's Fort
Knox for enriched wranjum,” in the
words of one official, and temporani-
ly stores nuclear material remaved
from a classified number of war-
heads in the former Soviet republic
of Kazakhstan. Anather facility that
ofce processed uraniom today per-
forms environmental research and
cieans up its old waste. The national
labaratory, one of nine across the
counury, conducts a broad range of
screntific research and alao helps
U.S. businesses upgrade their many-
factunng technalogy.

Tour guides showed visitors to
the technology center maps indicat-
ing the number of businesses helped
in nearly every state and in each of
Tennessce's nine congressional dis-
tricts.

“We'ra understanding better and

ChelbasymgionP

better how 0 communicate,” Dave
Beck, the center's director, explained
with a sczentist’s understaternent,

But national labs like Oak Ridge
represeat a prime target for House
Budget Chairman John R, Kasich (R-
Ohia) and other deficit hawks.

Wamp cited former president
Ronald Reagan to justify his support
for the Energy Department Reagan
did propose abolishing the depart:
ment, 3 move that the General Ac-
counting Office saig would &ve lit-
tie, but he also supported doyblurg
the National Science Foundation’s
budget, “Ha believes in a jong-term
investment in science” as 3 way 1o
promote economic growth, Wamp
said of the "godfather of the modern
conservative movement.”

Wamp vawed he was willing to
“stand up and sacrifice my palitical
Blood™ to save the Energy Depart-
menl and Tennessee Valley Author-
ty. To achieve those goals, he has
been lobbying fellow freshmen on
the House Approptiations Commit-
tes for months,

“Mr. Wamp is an important aily be-
cause he knows what's impoctant to
the department and his region,” sad
Martha A. Krebs, assistant secrelary
for energy research, “But the proof is
in the voies. | think he has to work on
the freshmen and the second-termers
because that's the base of the new
|Republican] majority =
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