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Kevin Kragenbrink named  
President and CEO of Tech 2020 

OAK RIDGE, TN - April 28, 2015 - Kevin Kragenbrink, who has been serving as 
Interim Executive Director of Tech 2020, has been named the 20-year old organization's 
new President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO). The Co-Founder and CEO of 
Estrada Strategies, Inc., stepped away from his day-to-day responsibilities at the coaching 
and consulting organization in early November to accept the interim role at Tech 2020. He 
assumed the top position following the resignation of John Morris.  

 

Both Kragenbrink and Tech 2020 Board Chair Teri Brahams 
acknowledged that what was originally viewed as a role for not more 
than six months has evolved into a longer term relationship. "At the time 
that Kevin was named, he told us that he was not interested in seeking 
the leadership role on a permanent basis," Brahams said, explaining he 
had a good business that he had developed with solid clients. "It was a 
sacrifice for Kevin to step away from Estrada for those months, but it 

turned out that our mission drew him in and he saw great opportunity for the organization 
to continue to positively impact our region."  

 

Kragenbrink is a serial entrepreneur and has participated in 9 startups over a 30 plus year 
career.  He has also been a successful leader in other entrepreneurial support 
organizations, most notably serving as Director of the Inland Empire Center for 
Entrepreneurship at California State University at San Bernardino. "Working with 
entrepreneurs and business owners has been my passion for more than 15 years," 
Kragenbrink said.  "The opportunity to continue this at Tech 2020 is an exciting opportunity 
for me."  

  
Tech 2020 was founded in 1995 as what is now more commonly referred to as a venture 
development organization. At the outset, Tech 2020 had a strong focus on 
entrepreneurship in the telecommunications and information technology sector. When the 
University of Tennessee and Battelle Memorial Institute bid on and won the management 
contract for Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Tech 2020 created the Center for 
Entrepreneurial Growth in 2000 to help accelerate technology-based start-ups in the 
region. 
  
"Tech 2020 has a rich heritage that has made a difference in this community's start-up 



ecosystem," Kragenbrink said. "Today, there are more players in the space - here and in 
all communities - which presents exciting partnership opportunities for us. We are 
committed to play a well-defined role in the ecosystem." 
  
He defined the key priorities for Tech 2020 as working with entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and community leaders across the region to launch, accelerate, and grow 
businesses in the Technology and Advanced Manufacturing sectors. This will continue to 
include working closely with ORNL and UT's Research Foundation to assist with 
technology commercialization.  
  
Kragenbrink is a Wisconsin native who enlisted in the Army at a young age. He chose to 
locate in East Tennessee after beginning his career in California, where he founded and 
led nine start-up ventures. In addition to serving at the Direcotr, Kragenbrink also worked 
as the Director of New Business Initiatives of the Inland Empire Center for 
Entrepreneurship at Cal State, San Bernardino. He holds a Ph.D. in History from 
Auburn University, and an M.A. from Pepperdine University and a B.A. from Pacific 
Christian College. 

 
Tech 2020 (www.tech2020.org) is a regional venture development organization (VDO) and is a 
Tennessee non-profit corporation established in 1995. Among the first VDOs in the nation, Tech 
2020 has won national awards from the State Science and Technical Institute (SSTI) and the 
National Business Incubation Association (NBIA). Tech 2020 has been recognized by the University 
Business Incubator Index as one of the top four incubators nationally and one of the top six 
internationally. Tech 2020 provides physical and virtual incubation services, as well as coaching and 
mentoring, to small businesses. 
  

# # # 
 

  

Add any trademarks here 
  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m2JCTXNrpcqHgGawvhKOt6sP751m5wMWzCFkBjzeeCHshd5FqccX-l6JpM2oi64F9-f4LkFwskH0Q0SrPKJ5HV2Q0bkADxTY0fi995MePPmBDt7A6ElQ8Q1w1zdr6rcKSwVEXRD8U71ODEVIfWIMlyaBUMy3ACXB-95FeFk7ySg=&c=C9Up-eDBJ3E3B90nSPv3_99yQBP01CfAPk9kuNRQthDT93WAfJT-Vw==&ch=eFv7LtgIaxZfPeIAhZ75-LPvfaneWUQvWVqX7Ao91KCfIjmNecbg1w==

