
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Rocket Hatch and Southern/alpha Announce “Sharks” for “Will 

This Fly?” Startup Pitch Competition 
 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. November 13th, 2014  – Rocket Hatch announced the judge panel for the 

first “Will This Fly?” startup pitch competition. Produced in conjunction with Southern/alpha,  

“Will This Fly?” will allow innovators and entrepreneurs to come to Huntsville and pitch their 

ideas in front of investors, mentors, and potential partners. 

 

At the event, entrepreneurs will pitch to a panel of eight judges representing well established 

startup accelerator programs and investment groups from the Southeast. These judges have 

experience in a wide range of industries and a passion for startup that is clear in their current 

endeavors.  

 

● Mike Bradshaw is the Executive Director and Entrepreneur in Residence of The 

Company Lab in Chattanooga, TN, which produces GIGTANK, an accelerator designed 

to develop next-generation applications using Chattanooga’s unique all-fiber gigabit 

network.  

● Eric Matthews began creating entrepreneurial ecosystem components in Memphis, TN 

back in 2006. His efforts turned into in Start Co., the region's venture development 

organization where he serves as CEO. 

● Vic Gatto started Jumpstart Foundry in 2009 to support Nashville’s growing 

entrepreneurial community and has since graduated 37 companies who have collectively 

raised over $15M in follow-on funding. 

● Tiffanie Robinson co-founded The JumpFund to provide capital for women 

entrepreneurs in Chattanooga and the Southeast. She is also Director of Operations at 

Lamp Post Group and founder of WayPaver, a Lamp Post Group portfolio company. 

● Chris Taylor is based in Nashville, TN and is Managing Partner for Fortnum Capital 

Partners and CEO of C-Tech, LLC, a renewable chemicals startup.  Fortnum Capital 

Partners invests in clean energy and clean technologies. 

● Greg Sheek is AL Launchpad’s Executive Director, overseeing all aspects of each start-

up competition and the Innovation Conference, and serves on the Alabama Aerospace 

Industry Association Board.  

● Mark Spencer revolutionized digital telephony in 1999, when he created Asterisk. He 

currently serves as Chairman and CTO of Digium and runs Avilution an aviation software 

startup.  

● Matt Fowler is a Huntsville based serial entrepreneur.  He is co-founder, President and 

CEO of Solid Earth, a real estate technology company, and serves as board member in 

several local organizations, including the BizTech business incubator. 

 

http://www.willthisflyhsv.com/
http://www.willthisflyhsv.com/#sharks


 
"We are so fortunate to have these amazing startup community leaders in our ‘shark’ panel", 

Antonio Montoya, Rocket Hatch founder said. “Their experience and insight will help our local 

entrepreneurs improve their ideas and move them forward.  Having them in town will be a great 

opportunity to bring our startup community together and connect with our extended Southeast 

entrepreneurial ecosystem.” 

 

“Will This Fly?” will be held on November 20th, 2014 at the Design Lab, located in the historic 

Lincoln Mill at 1300 Meridian Street, Huntsville, AL 35801. More than just a pitch competition, 

the event is a full day experience that includes additional activities for VIP ticket-holders 

including a tour of the city and speed dating.  The main portion of the event will start at 4:30pm 

with general registration and networking, and the pitches will start at 5:30pm.  Registration for 

VIP ticket-holders will start at 9:30am.  

 

Tickets are available for purchase at http://www.willthisflyhsv.com/#tickets and more information 

about the event can be found online at www.willthisflyhsv.com. 

 

About Rocket Hatch 

Rocket Hatch is an open community of creators and entrepreneurs with the mission of 

supporting the startup movement in the Huntsville Metro and surrounding areas. Rocket Hatch 

is leveraging the best available entrepreneurial resources connecting the local startups, 

innovators and entrepreneurs with the global startup ecosystem. For more about Rocket Hatch 

visit rockethatch.org 

About Southern/alpha 

Southern/alpha is the only all digital news media publication covering startups in the South. 

Southern/alpha serves as a platform for founders, developers and investors to discuss startup 

and entrepreneurial topics ranging from talent, to raising capital, to building product and 

achieving profitability. The mission of Southern/alpha is to connect our regional topics with the 

national and international conversation focused on disruption, scalability and tech-driven ideas 

that produce progress to build a better future. www.southernalpha.com  
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