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Application Process Opens for What's the Big Idea?! Business Plan Competition 

The Knoxville Chamber is pleased to announce it is now accepting applications for the 2014 
What’s the Big Idea?! business plan competition.   

The competition, presented by The Development Corporation of Knox County, the 
Chamber, and Tech 2020, gives local entrepreneurs a chance to pitch their “big” ideas in 
hopes of making them a reality. 

“This is the one business competition in the Knoxville area that is open to anyone with a 
great idea,” said Todd Napier, president and CEO of the Development Corporation of Knox 
County. “In the six years this competition has been going on, we’ve seen a great deal of 
diversity in the participants and their products.” 

The competition, which began as the Fairview Technology Center Startup Business Plan 
Competition, evaluates the contestants’ “big ideas” based on their commercial potential, 
innovation and/or technical feasibility, newness of the concept or plan, and viability of a 
sustainable, competitive advantage. 

The competition will begin on April 11 with 15 contestants being selected from the 
application pool. Once chosen, the contestants will participate in two Idea Launch seminars, 
which will help refine their ideas and fine-tune their pitches. The contestants will then 
convene on May 6 for Team Selection Night to give a five-minute pitch of their ideas to a 
panel of coaches, who are recognized as successful, local entrepreneurs. Each coach will 
then select three contestants to be on their teams. 

After a month of preparation with their coaches, the contestants will take part in the Knock-
Out Competitions on June 3. This round pits three contestants against each other, one from 
each team, in three separate rounds. A panel of independent judges narrows the group 
from nine to three. 

As a new element to this year’s competition, the six contestants not selected will be eligible 
for the People’s Choice Pitch held at the finale. The People’s Choice winner will be 
determined by the audience following three-minute power pitches. The winner of the 
People’s Choice will then join the finalists in presenting their final eight-minute pitches to a 
panel of independent judges and the audience. 

The competition’s finale will be held on June 24. The winner of the competition will take 
home the Big Idea Launch Package – $10,000 startup cost reimbursement, office space, 
and complimentary business services. 
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Entrepreneur’s with “big ideas” should apply for the competition at 
www.knoxvillechamber.com/big-idea. Applications will be accepted until April 4. 

http://www.knoxvillechamber.com/big-idea

