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UPPER CUMBERLAND BUSINESS ACCELERATOR UNDERGOES REBRANDING 
 
UC Success Now and Roane State Community College were awarded funding last year 
through the Governor’s LaunchTN Business Accelerator Program. After initial success, Roane 
State has decided to turn the accelerator over to the newly formed Upper Cumberland 
Entrepreneurial Foundation. The foundation is a nonprofit group focused on building an 
entrepreneurial economy in the Upper Cumberland area of Tennessee.  
 
The board of directors and staff recently made the decision to rebrand both the foundation and 
the accelerator as part of a new marketing campaign to highlight the assets of the program. 
Formerly known as UC Success Now, the business accelerator will now be called The Biz 
Foundry. Jeff Brown, President of The Biz Foundry, stated, “We are excited about the recent 
additions and changes with the accelerator. Our staff and board of directors are focused on 
adding a spark to the local economy through our local entrepreneurs and innovators.” The Biz 
Foundry recently hired Sammy Lowdermilk as their Director of Communications & Technology. 
Lowdermilk is the former district director of U.S. Rep. Lincoln Davis. His primary 
responsibilities will involve public relations, grant writing and marketing.  
 
The Biz Foundry will focus on shaping innovative ideas and concepts into sustainable, 
profitable companies. As with many accelerators around the country, each has a specific focus 
or area of expertise. Due to the regional resources of Tennessee Technological University, 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and the wide range of businesses, the accelerator will focus 
on clean energy and biotech innovation. Services and resources available through The Biz 
Foundry are attractive to any start-up entrepreneur, regardless of socioeconomic or minority 
status. The program is personal, provides professional business counseling with no charge, 
capital investment advocacy, flexible channels of communication ranging from one-to-one 
advisement to interactive group webinars and linkages with area resources that can provide 
specialized services.  
 
The Biz Foundry has a special commitment to serve those in the 14 county region: Cannon, 
Clay, Cumberland, DeKalb, Fentress, Jackson, Macon, Overton, Pickett, Putnam, Smith, Van 
Buren, Warren and White. The Upper Cumberland Entrepreneurial Foundation’s Board of 
Directors is comprised of several entrepreneurs and community leaders from throughout the 
region. More information about the accelerator and foundation visit www.thebizfoundry.org. 
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